


How Has the Conflict in Sudan Eroded Medical and
Humanitarian Neutrality?

The ongoing armed conflict in Sudan, which began on 15 April 2023, continues to
generate grave humanitarian and human rights consequences. Beyond the direct
impact of hostilities on civilians, increasing concerns have emerged regarding the
protection of medical neutrality, the independence of healthcare providers, and the
integrity of humanitarian action.
Medical neutrality constitutes a fundamental principle of international humanitarian
law. Medical personnel, healthcare facilities, and humanitarian actors must be able
to perform their functions impartially, free from military, political, or security-related
interference. Respect for this principle is essential to ensuring access to healthcare
and protecting civilian populations affected by armed conflict.
Recent developments have raised concerns regarding the increasing politicization
of medical and humanitarian structures in Sudan. Public statements attributed to
senior military officials regarding the involvement of medical professionals in
support functions connected to military operations have generated concerns about
the perceived independence of healthcare institutions and personnel. Such
developments risk undermining public confidence in the neutrality of medical
services and may expose healthcare workers to additional security risks.
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